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Apparatus For Supporting Sport Practice Targets 


NAME(S) OF INVENTOR (S) : 

Gregory Lorne Pol Ion 
Timothy Dale Stewart 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for 
supporting sport practice targets 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

There are a variety of apparatus for supporting sport 
practice targets, each of which consist of a sheet of flexible 
material which is secured to a support structure. The 
following patents are examples of such apparatus: CA 1,140,180, 
CA 2,118,256, US 5,277,430, and US 5,876,291. This type of 
apparatus can be used with any type of sport that involves 
propelling a projectile at a target area, such as baseball, 
soccer, golf, and hockey. Mounted on the sheet of flexible 
material are targets appropriate to the selected sport. CA 
2,118,256 is intended for hockey practice and illustrates as 
a target a hockey goalie. US 5,876,291 is intended for golf 
practice and illustrates a fairway with a distant green serving 
as the target. There are a variety of support structures that 
could be used to support such an apparatus. One commonly 
depicted is a garage door opening. The reason for this is that 
a garage door opening is available in many homes and is of a 
size that will accommodate targets for most sports activities. 

The problem with the sports practice apparatus, as 
describe above, is that they are time consuming to mount to the 
selected support structure. They, typically, have grommets 
that enable them to be tied in place around their peripheral 
edges with ties. More often than not, a father only has a brief 
window of opportunity of twenty or thirty minutes to play 
hockey on the driveway with his children or hit a few practice 


golf balls. When the window of opportunity for sports practice 
presents itself, it is not practical if the sports practice 
apparatus takes ten minutes to mount to the support structure. 
It is even worse when the support structure is the garage door 
opening, for the another ten minutes must be spent in taking 
the sports practice apparatus down so it does not obstruct the 
garage door opening, 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

What is required is an apparatus for supporting sport 
practice targets that can be rapidly positioned on a support 
structure for use and just as rapidly taken down. 

According to the present invention there is provided an 
apparatus for supporting sport practice targets which includes 
an elongate container having a sidewall defining an interior 
cavity with an elongate access opening extending through the 
sidewall to the interior cavity. A roll of flexible sheet 
material is disposed within the interior cavity of the 
container. The sheet material displays one or more graphics 
depicting sport practice targets. The sheet material has an 
extended position in which sheet material extends through the 
access opening so that the graphics of sport practice targets 
are visible and a retracted position in which all but a remote 
peripheral edge of the roll of sheet material is retracted 
within the container, A mounting is provided which is adapted 
for mounting the container to a support structure. 

With the apparatus, as described above, the sport practice 
targets may be rapidly deployed by pulling the sheet material 
to the extended position. The sport practice target may be 
just as rapidly put away by returning the sheet material to the 
retracted position. In many families both the father and the 
mother work. The apparatus for supporting sport practice 
targets, described above, can easily be deployed by children 
or their babysitters. The apparatus may be mounted on the 
support structure, thereby eliminating the need to pull the 


apparatus from storage everytime it is to be used. It is 
preferred that the manner of mounting include a mounting 
bracket to secure the remote peripheral edge of the roll of 
sheet material. It is also preferred that the roll of sheet 
material be biased toward the retracted position, as such 
biasing will tend to keep the sheet of material taut during 
use . 

Although beneficial results may be obtained through the 
use of the sport target apparatus, as described above, even 
more beneficial results may be obtained when a sensor is 
embedded in the sheet material in the vicinity of each of the 
graphics depicting a sport practice target. The sensor is 
connected to a strike indicator adapted to emit either an 
auditory tone or a visual signal when one of the graphics of 
a sport practice target is struck by a projectile. This 
feature gives the person practicing feedback on performance in 
the form of positive reinforcement. 

Although beneficial results may be obtained through the 
use of the sport target apparatus, as described above, even 
more beneficial results may be obtained when the sheet material 
is reversible and graphics depicting practice targets for 
different sports are displayed on the different sides of the 
sheet material . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features of the invention will become more 
apparent from the following description in which reference is 
made to the appended drawings, wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is an exploded perspective view of an apparatus 
for supporting a sports practice target constructed in 
accordance with the teachings of the present invention. 

FIGURE 2 is a front elevation view of an apparatus for 
supporting sports practice targets, with the sheet material in 
the process of being deployed. 

FIGUI^E 3 is a front elevation view of the apparatus for 


supporting sports practice targets shown in FIGURE 2, with the 
sheet material in the fully deployed position. 

FIGURE 4 is a top view in section of an elongate container 
for the apparatus for supporting sports practice targets shown 
in FIGURE 2, with the roll of sheet material disposed therein . 

FIGURE 5 is a side view of the elongate container 
supported by the first mounting bracket for the apparatus for 
supporting sports practice targets shown in FIGURE 2, secured 
to a support . 

FIGURE 6 is a front elevation view, in partial cutaway, 
of the apparatus for supporting sports practice targets with 
the sheet material in the fully deployed position as shown in 
FIGURE 3, with the sheet material having embedded therein a 
sensor connected to a strike indicator adapted to emit one of 
an auditory tone and a visual signal when a graphic of a sport 
practice target is struck by a projectile. 

FIGURE 7 is a side view of a sensor embedded within the 
sheet material as shown in FIGURE 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The preferred embodiment, an apparatus for supporting 
sports practice targets generally identified by reference 
numeral 10, will now be described with reference to FIGURES 1 
through 7 , 

Referring to FIGURE 1, apparatus 10 includes an elongate 
container 12, a roll of flexible sheet material 14, and a 
mounting 16. Container 12 has a sidewall 18 defining an 
interior cavity 2 0 with an elongate access opening 22 extending 
through sidewall 18 to interior cavity 20, Referring to FIGURE 
4, roll of flexible sheet material 14 is disposed within 
interior cavity 2 0 of container 12. 

Referring to FIGURES 2 and 3, mounting 16 is adapted for 
mounting container 12 to a support structure 24. Mounting 16 
includes a first mounting bracket 2 6 adapted to secure 
container 12 in a vertical orientation to a first vertical 


support 28, Referring to FIGURE 1, the illustrated embodiment 
of first mounting bracket 26 has a supporting member 70 and a 
spring-clip like securing member 72 spaced apart from each 
other. Referring to FIGURE 5, supporting member 70 detachably 
underlies and supports a first end 74 of container 12. 
Referring to FIGURES 2 and 3, securing member 72 engages a 
second end 76 of container 12 to maintain container 12 in a 
position extending substantially vertically above supporting 
member 70. It will be recognized that alternative types of 
first mounting bracket 2 6 can be used. A second mounting 
bracket 30 is adapted to secure a remote peripheral edge 32 of 
roll of sheet material 14 to a second vertical support 34, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 3. Referring to FIGURE 1, the embodiment 
of second mounting bracket 3 0 illustrated has an upper member 
80, a central member 82, and a lower member 84 spaced apart 
from each other. It will be recognized that alternative types 
of second mounting bracket 3 0 can be used. Second mounting 
bracket 3 0 has a plurality of male securing members 50 that 
engage a matching plurality of female securing members 52 along 
remote peripheral edge 32 to secure sheet material 14 in the 
extended position to second vertical support 34. It will be 
recognized that, alternatively, second mounting bracket 30 can 
have plurality of female securing members 52 and male securing 
members can be mounted along remote peripheral edge 32 . For 
purposes of illustration, in FIGURES 2, 3 and 6 first vertical 
support 2 8 is a first side of a garage door opening and second 
vertical support 34 is a second side of the garage door 
opening . 

Sheet material 14 is reversibly withdrawn from container 
12 by a handle 44 in a direction indicated by arrow 3 6 as 
illustrated in FIGURE 2, from a fully retracted position in 
which all but remote peripheral edge 32 of roll of sheet 
material 14 is retracted within container 12, to a fully 
extended position in which sheet material 14 extends through 
access opening 22, as shown in FIGURE 3. Sheet material 14 
displays graphics 3 8 showing a sports practice target 58, 


exemplified by a hockey goalie as illustrated in FIGURE 3, 
When sheet material 14 is in the extended position, the 
graphics 38 are visible. Optionally, a sports scene 40 and 
advertisements 42 may also be displayed on sheet material 14, 
Optionally, sheet material 14 is reversible, graphics 3 8 on one 
of the sides being different from graphics 3 8 on the other of 
the sides, thereby readily allowing apparatus 10 to be used for 
the practice of more than one sport . 

A biasing spring (not shown) is mounted within container 
12, whereby sheet material 14 is biased to the retracted 
position. Referring to FIGURE 2, sheet material 14 is 
withdrawn from container 12 against the biasing force. 
Referring to FIGURE 3, sheet material 14 is maintained in a 
taut state by the biasing spring when in the fully extended 
position. The biasing spring also ensures that sheet material 
14 is readily retracted into container 12 when remote edge 32 
is released from second mounting bracket 30. 

Referring to FIGURE 7, sensors 54 optionally are embedded 
in sheet material 14 in the vicinity of target portions 56 of 
the sport practice target 58 of the graphics 38, Referring to 
FIGURE 6, sensors 54 are connected by an electronic circuit 60 
to a strike indicator 62. Strike indicator 62 is adapted to 
emit one of an auditory tone and a visual signal when one of 
the target portions 56 is struck by a projectile (not shown) , 
Referring to FIGURE 7, the illustrated embodiment of sensor 54 
is an electronic sensor comprising a first electrical contact 
64 and a second electrical contact 66 connected in electrical 
circuit 60. When target 56 is struck by a projectile (not 
shown) , first electrical contact 64 is resiliently deformed to 
contact second electrical contact 66, thereby completing 
electrical circuit 60. Referring to FIGURE 6, an electrical 
signal is transmitted from sensor 54 to strike indicator 62, 
and either an auditory tone or visual signal is emitted to 
indicate a strike. When first electrical contact 64 

resiliently moves out of contact with second electrical contact 


66, circuit 60 is broken and the signal is no longer emitted. 


It will be apparent to one skilled in the art that 
modifications may be made to the illustrated embodiment without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
hereinafter defined in the Claims. 
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY 
OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS: 

5 1. An apparatus for supporting sport practice targets, 
comprising: 

an elongate container having a sidewall defining an 
interior cavity with an elongate access opening extending 
through the sidewall to the interior cavity; 

10 a roll of flexible sheet material disposed within the 

interior cavity of the container, the sheet material displaying 
at least one graphic of a sport practice target, the sheet 
material having an extended position in which the sheet 
material extends through the access opening so that the at 

15 least one graphic of a sport practice target is visible and a 
retracted position in which all but a remote peripheral edge 
of the roll of sheet material is retracted within the 
container ; and 

a mounting adapted for mounting the container to a support 

2 0 structure. 

2. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein a sensor is 
embedded in the sheet material in the vicinity of the at least 
one graphic of a sport practice target, the sensor being 

2 5 connected to a strike indicator adapted to emit one of an 
auditory tone and a visual signal when the at least one graphic 
of a sport practice target is struck by a projectile. 

3. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the sheet 
30 material has a background graphic that depicts a sports scene. 

4. The apparatus as defined in Claim 3, wherein the sports 
scene includes advertisements promoting products or services 
of third parties. 

35 

5. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the mounting 
includes a first mounting bracket adapted to secure the 
container in a vertical orientation to a first vertical support 
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and a second mounting bracket adapted to secure the remote 
peripheral edge of the roll of sheet material to a second 
vertical support. 

5 6. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the first 
vertical support is a first side of a garage door opening and 
the second vertical support is a second side of the garage door 
opening . 

10 7. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the sheet 
material is biased toward the retracted position. 

8. The apparatus as defined in Claim 1, wherein the sheet 
material has a first side with several graphics of sport 
15 practice targets for a first sport and a second side with 
several graphics graphic of sport practice targets for a second 
sport . 
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9. An apparatus for supporting sport practice targets, 
comprising : 

an elongate container having a sidewall defining an 
5 interior cavity with an elongate access opening extending 
through the sidewall to the interior cavity; 

a roll of flexible sheet material disposed within the 
interior cavity of the container, the sheet material displaying 
a graphic of a sports scene with several sport practice 
10 targets, the sheet material having an extended position in 
which the sheet material extends through the access opening so 
that the graphic of the sports scene with the several sport 
practice targets are visible and a retracted position in which 
all but a remote peripheral edge of the roll of sheet material 
15 is retracted within the container, the sheet material beings 
biased toward the retracted position; 

sensors embedded in the sheet material in the vicinity of 
the sport practice targets, the sensors being connected to a 
strike indicator adapted to emit one of an auditory tone and 
2 0 a visual signal when any one of the sport practice targets is 
struck by a projectile; and 

a mounting adapted for mounting the container to a support 
structure, the mounting including a first mounting bracket 
adapted to secure the container in a vertical orientation to 

2 5 a first vertical support and a second mounting bracket adapted 

to secure the remote peripheral edge of the roll of sheet 
material to a second vertical support, 

10. The apparatus as defined in Claim 9, wherein the sports 

3 0 scene includes advertisements promoting products or seirvices 

of third parties. 

11. The apparatus as defined in Claim 9, wherein the first 
vertical support is a first side of a garage door opening and 

35 the second vertical support is a second side of the garage door 
opening . 


12. The apparatus as defined in Claim 9, wherein the sheet 
material has a first side with a graphic depicting a first 
sport with several sport practice targets appropriate for the 
first sport and a second side with a graphic depicting a second 
sport with several sport practice targets appropriate for the 
second sport . 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An apparatus for supporting sport practice targets 
includes an elongate container having a sidewall defining an 
interior cavity with an elongate access opening extending 
through the sidewall to the interior cavity. A roll of 
flexible sheet material is disposed within the interior cavity 
of the container. The sheet material displays one or more 
graphics depicting sport practice targets. The sheet material 
has an extended position in which the sheet material extends 
through the access opening so that the graphics of sport 
practice targets are visible and a retracted position in which 
all but a remote peripheral edge of the roll of sheet material 
is retracted within the container. The sheet of material can 
be rapidly moved to the extended position for use and just as 
rapidly moved to the retracted position for storage. 
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